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Exploratory Analysis on the Antecedents and

Formation of Self-esteem in Infancy
Liu Shuang Zhang Xiangkui

(Department of Psychology and Research Center of Children Development, Northeast
Normal University, Changchun 130024 )

Abstract: Self —esteem is a kind of emotional experience of person’s self —competence and self —

worthiness based on the emergence of self—evaluation. It consists of two dimensions: perceived competence

and perceived worthiness. The antecedents of self—esteem come from the sense of mastery and the sense of

belongingness. The former is based on the emergence of

“I-self”, and the latter is based on the attachment

between infants and adults. The antecedents are usually deemed as a kind of the behaviorally manifest self—

esteem. As young children grow up, they begin to recognize their competence in various ways and understand

social rules, which assists them to develop the conceptual self—esteem that is not yet well developed but

shows the logical beginning of self—esteem.

Key words: self —esteem,sense of mastery,sense of belongingness,perceived competence,perceived

worthiness



